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Preface

The purpose of this technical report is to provide current documentation of the Sensor Intercomparison and
Merger for Biological and Interdisciplinary Oceanic Studies (SIMBIOS) Project activities, satellite data processing, and
data product validation. This documentation is necessary to ensure that critical information is related to the scientific
community and NASA management. This critical information includes the technical difficulties and challenges of
validating and combining ocean color data from an array of independent satellite systems to form consistent and
accurate global bio-optical time series products. This technical report focuses on the SIMBIOS Project’s efforts in
support of the Moderate-Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) on the Earth Observing System (EOS) Terra
platform (similar evaluations of MODIS/Aqua are underway). This technical report is not meant as a substitute for
scientific literature. Instead, it will provide a ready and responsive vehicle for the multitude of technical reports issued
by an operational project.
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